
A Guide to the JSGE Research Fellowship Program Award in 2016 

Description 
This program is designed to annually invite three or four promising young 
gastroenterologists from countries in Asia for four-month fellowships at teaching 
hospitals in Japan. The Japanese Society of Gastroenterology (JSGE) will make the 
final selection of the three or four fellows from among the applicants recommended by 
Asian national or regional gastroenterological societies.  

Objective 
The overall objective is to foster closer cooperation among Asian gastroenterologists  
while advancing knowledge and skills in gastroenterology by providing training 
opportunities in Japan to promising young Asian gastroenterologists.   

Period and location of training 
 Period: Four months from the beginning of August through   

  the end of November, 2016 
(After finishing the program, a short report of less than 200-300 words 
will be required) 

 Location: Teaching hospitals selected by the JSGE, taking into account the 
participant’s needs and desires regarding the content of training. 

Eligibility 
 Applicants must be legally qualified to practice medicine. 
 Applicants must be 37 years of age or under as of December 31, in the year of 

application. 
 Applicants must have a documented practical level of proficiency in the English 

language.
 One of the following certificates of proficiency in English is required. 

ⅰ  TOEFL (scores of PBT 510 ,iBT 64, CBT 180 and above)  
ⅱ  TOEIC (scores of 615 and above)  
ⅴ Passers of ECFMG (Educational Communication for Foreign Medical 

Graduates) 
ⅵ  Passers of FMGEMS (Foreign Medical Graduate Examination in Medical 

Sciences) 
ⅶ  Certification issued by a public agency proving that the applicant has 



2

passed a medical practitioner’s examination in English 
ⅷ  Diploma or certificate of degree from a school of medicine in which courses 

are conducted in English 

 Applicants will be notified the result of the review by the end of January, 2016, and 
successful applicants will be required to complete visa procedures before the 
starting date of this program. 

 Applicants must be confident and capable of benefiting greatly from training under 
this program with a view to advancing their career in gastroenterology and 
becoming part of their national leadership in this specialty. 

Support 
The applicants finally selected to participate in the program by the JSGE will be 
provided with the following : 
 Economy-class round trip airfare between their home countries and Japan 
 Cost or in-kind allowance for necessary domestic travel and commuting within 

Japan 
 Rent or in-kind allowance for accommodation for the duration of training (single 

university or hospital employee room- or visitor room-type, or equivalent) 
 Cash payment of 90,000 (ninety thousand) Japanese yen per month as a living 

allowance 
 Cost or in-kind allowance for participation in Asian Pacific Digestive Week 2016 

and Japan Digestive Disease Week 2016 in Kobe (to cover the registration fee, 
round trip from the place of training, and accommodation).  

 Travel insurance for accidents and sickness during the training period 

Other Considerations 
 A practical level of capability to communicate in the Japanese language will be 

regarded as advantageous. 
 No support, other than the above-mentioned, will be provided. Any accompanying 

person or relatives brought by a fellow, are purely the responsibility, in terms of 
both immigration and finance, of the fellow. The JSGE will not arrange for air 
tickets, domestic travel, and housing. Support from the JSGE is exclusively for 
the fellow. 

 Due to strict legal regulations governing the medical licensing system in Japan, 
applicants are advised to be aware that it is impossible for a foreign medical 
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trainee without a Japanese medical license to have an opportunity to perform 
direct medical practice on patients in Japan.  However, we will support your 
application for Advanced Clinical Training (ACT) which allows you to do clinical 
training once you are granted an ACT permit.  Please note that the application 
procedure by the Japanese government (Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare) 
usually takes a couple of months and the application process can only be initiated 
after your arrival. For these reasons, it may not be granted during your stay.  
Documents required for Advanced Clinical Training application are listed 
separately. 

 This guide may be downloaded together with the attached application form to a 
potential applicant’s personal computer (PC) either from the JSGE website or the 
appropriate national or regional gastroenterological society.  Applicants should 
fill in the form on the PC, and then print out the completed form on A4-size sheets, 
or alternatively print out the blank application form, and then type entries on the 
form.  Whichever method is employed, the application form must be signed by 
hand by the applicant, and sent by postal or courier service to his/her national or 
regional gastroenterological society which should then endorse and forward the 
application to the JSGE. 

 During the training period, applicants will not be permitted to suspend or shorten 
the training. 

Warning: Applications sent directly to the JSGE will be disqualified and disposed of,   
without being forwarded to the gastroenterological society of the applicant. 


